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By Jayden Kennett | Daily Journal

jkennett@dailyjournal.net

For half an hour on 
Wednesday morning, home-
school students walked for the 
benefit of other youth.

Axios, a homeschool group 
with students ranging in age 
from preschool to middle 

school, participated in a walk-
a-thon at Franklin Community 
Church to raise money for 
KIC-IT. The local nonprofit 
KIC-IT provides programs and 
support for youth in breaking 
the cycle of homelessness. 
Axios is a faith-based group 
that provides support to home-
schooling families.

With 45 participants, the 
group exceeded its $3,000 goal 
by $1,498. In total, the group 
raised $4,498, which they 
celebrated by using smoke 
cannons and kicking a golden 
egg with vibrant blue colors. 
Students ran a quarter-mile 
obstacle course around the

Local homeschool group raises $4,000 for KIC-IT

Students at the Axios walk-a-thon are covered in mud after running the .25 mile course on Wednesday at Franklin 
Community Church. Provided by David Lambert and Jillian Tree

(SEE KIC-IT PAGE A5)

By Noah Crenshaw | Daily Journal

ncrenshaw@dailyjournal.net

Two new administrators will 
be coming to Greenwood 
Community 
Schools next school 
year.

Michelle Jackson 
has been named 
the district’s 
new director of 
teaching and 
learning, while 
David Ennis has 
been named the 
new director of 
operations. Their 
appointments were 
unanimously ap-
proved 4-0 by the 
school board in two 
votes during a special meeting 
on May 1.

Ennis

Jackson

By Elissa Maudlin | Daily Journal

emaudlin@dailyjournal.net

A few days after Franklin 
officials approved a wheel tax, 
New Whiteland officials have 
also followed suit.

The New Whiteland Town 
Council unanimously approved 
a wheel tax and excise tax 
Wednesday. The decision came 
in response to House Enrolled 
Act 1461, a law requiring the 
taxes if local units of govern-
ment want funds from the 
Community Crossings matching 
grant program.

The wheel tax is $40, 
which would include buses, 
recreational vehicles and 
semitrailers. The excise tax 
is $25 and would include 
passenger motor vehicles, 
motorcycles, mini trucks and 
military vehicles, according to 
the ordinance. These are the 
same rates that town residents 
pay under the current Johnson 
County tax rates.

Two new 
administrators 

named

Council 
OKs wheel, 
excise taxes

Greenwood 
Community Schools

New Whiteland

(SEE Schools PAGE A3)

(SEE taxes PAGE A6)

By Ryan Trares | Daily Journal

rtrares@dailyjournal.net

F or years, the small cemetery 
had been hidden.

Lyons Cemetery had been 
used as a final resting place for 
White River Town-
ship residents since 
the mid-1800s. Some 
of the area’s first 
pioneer settlers were 
buried there, on land 
that had been 
certified and ap-
proved by President 
John Quincy Adams.

After being hidden 
by the forest off of 
Fry Road, the cem-
etery has become 
a focal point of a 
new neighborhood 
currently under 
development. And through partner-
ship with Greenwood Parks and 
Recreation, the community will 
have better access to this historic 
burial ground.

“With the cemetery being here, 
we’re just really excited,” said 
Dennis Copenhaver, owner of the 
property around the cemetery and 
co-owner of Copenhaver Custom

D. Copenhaver

B. Copenhaver

History uncovered

Cemetery dating to 1800s 
reemerges in neighborhood

(SEE Cemetery PAGE A2)

Pictured from top: A rendering shows planned stone accents and a monument engraved with the names 
of all those buried in Lyons Cemetery. The historic cemetery is a focal point of a new community in Green-

wood, Lyons Park, under development by Copenhaver Custom Homes. // The grave marker of Robert 
and Jane Lyons stands inside the White River Township cemetery that bears their name. // Lyons Park 

is a new neighborhood being developed in Greenwood by Copenhaver Custom Homes, owned by Den-
nis and Brent Copenhaver. The name honors the historic Lyons Cemetery located within the development. 

Rendering provided; RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

Smiles abound at Unified track county meet
Sports, B1

EVERYBODY WINS

YOU SHOULD KNOW
JCPL book sale 
is set for Saturday

The Friends of Johnson 
County Public Library will 
hold their book sale on 
May 10.
The organization’s spring 
sale was originally set for 
May 3, but was moved to 
the rain date. The sale will 
be outdoors in the parking 
lot of the Franklin Library 
Branch, 401 S. State St., 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The sale features gently 
used hardback and 
paperback books for all 
ages, covering a wide 
variety of genres. Large 
print editions of some 
books will also be avail-
able. Items for sale 
include withdrawn library 
titles and donations from 
JCPL patrons.
Shoppers can purchase 
hardcover books priced at 
$1, paperback books and 
CDs at just 50 cents and 
single DVDs at $2.
Additionally, there will be 
a special collection sale in 
the library’s community 
room, offering rare and 
specially-priced books, 
multi-disc sets and full-
season DVDs, and other 
unique items.
For more details, visit 
PageAfterPage.org/
friends.
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Design. “This will connect with 
the trails to both parks, and 
just kind of makes the cem-
etery a focal point. If people 
choose, they can come up on 
the trails and see this history.”

As Copenhaver and his son, 
Brent, develop the White River 
Township property into Lyons 
Park, they hope to spotlight 
Lyons Cemetery. They’ve built 
a small paved parking area and 
installed a subtle black fence 
around the 92 weathered yet 
orderly gravestones.

A walking trail runs from the 
neighborhood’s cul-de-sac down 
to nearby Pleasant Creek. The 
city of Greenwood is building 
a pedestrian bridge over the 
creek to connect to an existing 
trail system that runs down 
Fry Road, through Northwest 
Park and into Northwest Park 
Annex.

“With that walking path, it 
will be connected to the Green-
wood trail system and benefit 
not only our neighborhood 
and the surrounding neighbor-
hoods,” Brent Copenhaver said. 
“We don’t have the Monon 
(Trail) like they do in Indianap-
olis, but with the trail system 
that Greenwood is trying to 

build out will hopefully be an 
asset similar to that.”

Standing underneath a 
canopy of trees, Lyons Cem-
etery exudes a sense of 
tranquility and timelessness. 
On a calm spring morning, 
birds chirped as a breeze 
rustled leaves overhead. The 
waters of Pleasant Creek 
gurgled in the distance. Traffic 
on Fry Road and other modern 
intrusions fade away.

That sense of heritage only 
deepens walking among the 
gravestones, where faded en-
gravings show dates nearly two 
centuries old: 1839, 1846, 1851 
and many, many more.

“The overall history of it is 
what’s so important — it’s how 
we named the street and the 
subdivision,” Brent Copenhaver 
said.

The history of the land where 
Lyons Cemetery is set goes 
back to Greenwood’s start.

The property was part of 
160 acres originally granted to 
John McCool, a Pennsylvania 
native who moved to Mercer 
County, Kentucky, before 
coming to White River Town-
ship in 1826. That grant was 
signed by Adams, the sixth 
President of the United States.

Included in the documents 
were instructions to use a por-
tion as a cemetery.

McCool was looking for 
homesteaders to come to the 
newly settled area, and found 
Robert Lyons, who was a 
friend from Mercer County. 
Originally from Pennsylvania, 
Lyons made his way to Ken-
tucky while serving on an 
expedition in the War of 1812. 
He and his wife, Jane VanArs-
dale — an ancestor of Tom and 
Dick VanArsdale, basketball 
stars originally from Green-
wood — moved to McCool’s 
property in 1827.

He set up the first saw and 
grist mills in the county, and 
also operated a tannery. Gen-
erations of the Lyons family 
have lived in the Greenwood 
area, including a number who 
are still in the area.

“There’s quite a lot of history 
there,” Dennis Copenhaver 
said.

Dennis Copenhaver and his 
wife, Debbie, have owned the 
property surrounding Lyons 
Cemetery since 1986. Previ-
ously, it had been owned by 
Debbie Copenhaver’s grandpar-
ents, Earl and Marie Wampler. 
They, in turn, sold it to the 
Copenhavers, who had held on 
to the property looking for the 
right opportunity to develop it.

They had always been aware 
of Lyons Cemetery, where 92 
people are buried, located 

towards the rear of the prop-
erty. But for many years, it was 
in poor shape.

“This was just a mess,” 
Dennis Copenhaver said. “It 
was so overgrown, and kids 
had gotten into knocking over 
the headstones.”

Twice since 1990, vandals 
had tried to dig up graves in 
the cemetery, according to a 
Daily Journal story from April 
3, 1992. Nearly every tomb-
stone left standing in the burial 
ground had been broken.

“It’s a neat old cemetery,” 
said Jim Reese, a descendant 
of the Lyons family, in the 1992 
story. “Or it was.”

But under the leadership of 
White River Township trustee 
Mark Messick, the cemetery 
has been reborn. Broken grave-
stones have been repaired and 
cleaned. The grounds have 
been cleaned and continue to 
be maintained.

With the decision by the Co-
penhavers to turn the property 
into a 14-lot luxury home de-
velopment, they’ve maintained 
the natural feel of the cem-
etery and created additional 
parking for it.

The development pays 
homage to its founders with 
the Lyons Park name, while 
the road running through it is 
known as J. McCool Way.

“We’re just trying to keep 
with the history on all of this,” 
Dennis Copenhaver said.

Three years ago, the Copen-
havers worked with Greenwood 
officials to donate land on the 
north side of Pleasant Creek to 
the city. The donation of that 
land would allow a trail running 
through Lyons Park to con-
nect to existing city trails via a 
bridge, which is being worked 
on currently by the city, said 
Rob Taggart, Greenwood Parks 
and Recreation director.

The Copenhavers have addi-
tional plans for the area around 
the cemetery, including a stone 
marker bearing the names of 
those buried there and an en-
graved sign identifying the plot.

As it stands, the only house 
in Lyons Park is a model home 
constructed close to Fry Road. 
Lots have been marked, though, 
and soon construction will start 
on the rest of the neighborhood.

Seeing the project come 
together around such an 
important piece of Greenwood 
heritage has been energizing.

“It means a lot to use, having 
had this land since ‘86,” Dennis 
Copenhaver said. “The beauty 
of it is going to be having the 
pedestrian traffic from both 
parks, and our folks that build 
in here.”

Pictured from left: Lyons Cemetery is a historic burial ground named for one of Greenwood’s first setters, Robert Lyons, which dates to the mid-1800s. The cemetery is a focal point of a new com-
munity, Lyons Park, being developed by Copenhaver Custom Homes. // The grave markers of Rachel B. and Isaac B. Vorhies, who died in 1851, inside Lyons Cemetery. More photos, dailyjournal.net. 
RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

Indiana elections chief defends voting ban on ‘unsecured’ student IDs
By Leslie Bonilla Muñiz

Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana Secretary of State 
Diego Morales on Wednesday 
celebrated the state’s forth-
coming student ID voting ban 
— just two days after he and 
other Hoosier election officials 
were named in a lawsuit chal-
lenging the prohibition.

Since Indiana enacted its 
photo ID law in 2005, it has al-
lowed students to use IDs issued 
by public colleges or universi-
ties as proof of identification at 
the polls. A card must include 
the prospective voter’s name, 
photo and a valid expiration 
term.

That’s changing under Senate 
Enrolled Act 10. Gov. Mike 
Braun signed it into law last 
month, but the ban goes into 
effect July 1.

A news release from Morales’ 
office asserted that the law 
ends the use of “unsecured” 
cards “that do not meet uniform 
security standards” — and in-
stead “ensures that all forms of 
ID used at the polls are held to 
the same level of verification.”

“Voting is a sacred right, and 

it must be safeguarded through 
consistent and reliable secu-
rity standards,” Morales said 
Wednesday. The law “reinforces 
my promise that only eligible 
Hoosiers are voting in our 
state,” he continued.

But a lawsuit, filed Monday in 
the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Indiana, 
called it a “surgical attack on 
young voters.”

Indiana University sopho-
more Josh Montagne — who 
is originally from Missouri — 
doesn’t have any other form of 
ID. He said obtaining one would 
be “burdensome” because his 
primary form of transportation 
is walking and he doesn’t have 
access to a car.

Count US IN and Women-
4Change Indiana, meanwhile, 
said the ban would hamper 
their get-out-the-vote efforts by 
requiring resource-intensive 
volunteer re-training and voter 
education campaigns. They 
anticipated needing to help stu-
dents secure alternative forms 
of ID or provide on-site Election 
Day assistance so unaware stu-
dents aren’t disenfranchised.

The trio of plaintiffs alleged 
that Senate Enrolled Act 10 
“deliberately abridges young 
voters’ right to vote,” in viola-
tion of the 26th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution.

The plaintiffs further argued 
that the “sever(e) burden” 
on such voters, done “without 
any corresponding justifica-
tion,” violates the 1st and 14th 
Amendments. They requested 
an injunction.

An estimated two-thirds of 
students at Indiana University’s 
flagship Bloomington campus 
used student IDs to vote at 
the in-campus polling place 
in the 2024 general election, 
according to the complaint. It 
cited Monroe County’s election 
supervisor.

The plaintiffs alleged the 
law’s narrow exclusion of stu-
dent IDs was unfair.

“Indiana law does not exclude 
any other category of ID in this 
way. In fact, in recent years, 
the legislature has amended 
the voter ID law to expand the 
scope of acceptable IDs, even 
allowing for the use of certain 
IDs that do not otherwise meet 

the statutory requirements,” 
the lawsuit reads.

For example, documents is-
sued by the U.S. Department 
of Defense, U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, the Indiana 
National Guard, a federally 
recognized Native American 
tribe or other entities can be 
used even when they don’t have 
expiration dates, or have indefi-
nite expiration dates.

Morales and lawmakers justi-
fied the ban as ensuring that 
only Indiana residents and U.S. 
citizens can vote in the state’s 
elections.

The plaintiffs, however, noted 
that Indiana’s photo ID law 
isn’t structured to confirm a 
voter’s residence or citizen-
ship — just that the person who 
shows up at the polls is who 
they claim. Proof of residency 
and citizenship are established 
during the voter registration 
process and “should not be 
conflated” with proof of identity 
requirements, the state’s guide-
book reads.

Other accepted federal forms 
of ID, like a passport or mili-
tary-issued card, don’t indicate 

where their subjects reside.
“While prohibiting the use of 

student IDs will not advance 
any of the legislators’ pur-
ported rationales, it will make 
it harder for a specific group 
of people — young voters — to 
participate in Indiana’s elec-
tions,” the complaint argues.

Meanwhile, Morales and 
Indiana Attorney General Todd 
Rokita are waging their own 
lawsuit to force federal citizen-
ship verification for nearly 
600,000 Hoosiers who registered 
without providing an Indiana 
driver’s license number or a 
Social Security Number — or 
who live overseas. Some of 
those could include those who 
registered before those numbers 
were required.

Morales also applauded the 
passage of legislation allowing 
county clerks to send a notice 
requesting proof of citizenship 
when someone registers to vote 
with a temporary credential 
ID.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an inde-
pendent, not-for-profit news organization 
that covers state government, policy and 
elections.
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